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Xinhua, UNDP Launch Poverty-Themed Global Photo Contest

China’ s Xinhua News agency, which sponsored global
humanitarian events with UN institutions in the past two years,
announced today to unveil yet another UN partnership event,this
time a poverty-themed photo contest with UNDP.

The event, entitted “Zoom-in on Poverty”, will see
Xinhua News Agency(Xinhua)and United Nations Development
Programme (UNDP) co-launch and co-host an international
photography competition intending to raise public awareness on
the need to join hands in eradicating extreme poverty throughout

According to Li Congjun, President of Xinhua News
Agency and Honorary Chairman of the photo contest’ s
organizing committee, “This contest aims to focus the world's
attention on poverty through photos that portray the causes,
solutions and achievements made in global anti-poverty
campaigns over the past ten years'.

Meanwhile, UNDP Deputy Country Director, Silvia
Morimoto noted that "poverty, which poses a serious challenge
to the world, isnot only an economic problem but also one that

the world.

The contest, which is scheduled to conclude with an
awarding ceremony in Beijing on 17 October 2011 - the
International Day for the Eradication of Poverty - is open to
entries from amateur and professiona photographers from
including those at Xinhua's 200 or so
its media partners and
customers, and those at UNDP's 166 Country Offices and its

around the world,
domestic and international branches,

partners.

has a profound bearing on global socia stability,
progress and harmonious development.

Development Goals.”

awards to the competitions winners.

human
Xinhua’ s global
influence will definitely attract the world's attention to poverty
and offer a great contribution to achieving the Millennium

Organizers of the event said that senior officials from
UNDP and Xinhua, including Li, will beinvited to present the

This latest cooperation follows a similar initiative in 2009

between Xinhua and the United Nations Children’ s Fund
(UNICEF), which culminated in a 24-hour worldwide news
reporting campaign to mark the Universal Children's Day. On 16
October 2010, Xinhua joined hands with the United Nations
World Food Program (WFP) to co-sponsor a special report to
coincide with World Food Day.

Proposed by Li, at the start of the year, the international
photo contest received active response from UNDP.

“As aresponsible media group, Xinhuawill shouldering
its own responsibility in the international action to eradicate
extreme poverty, and through the poverty-themed global photo
contest, Xinhua will join hands with UNDP and other major
media institutions around the world to make their contribution in
promoting the common progress of mankind. ”

Wang Yao, Chairwoman of the contest's Board of Judges
and Deputy Editor-in-Chief at Xinhua, said that outstanding
entries in the photo contest will be showcased via Xinhua's
telecom network, newspapers, magazines, TV network, website

and "Xinhua Gallery", and hopefully exhibition halls at UN
branches around the world.

At the 2000 Millennium Summit, |eadersfrom al 191 UN
Member States signed an agreement and committed themselves
to combat poverty, hunger, disease, illiteracy, environmental
degradation and discrimination against women. They agreed to
cut poverty in half from 1990 levels by 2015.

Known as the Millennium Declaration, the agreement set
eight goals, such as eradicating extreme poverty and hunger,
achieving universal primary school education, reducing child
mortality and ensuring environmental sustainability. Enditem

Media and Public Enquiries :

Xinhua News Agency HAN Jing Phone:63076532
Leonie WANG Phone: 63072054
Email: photocontest@xinhua.org

UNDP:ZHANG Wei Phone: 85320715
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“Zoom-in on Poverty’ Global Photo Contest Solicitation Notice

1. Contest Introduction

The “Zoom-in on Poverty” Global Photo Contest is a
global public welfare campaign initiated by the United Nations
Development Programme (UNDP) and the Xinhua News Agen-
cy. Thecontest’ sthemeisto zoom in on poverty and promote
socia progress and development and its aim is to refocus the
world's attention on poverty through photographic media that
portrays some of the causes, solutions and achievements made
in poverty alleviation to date. It also seeks to generate support
from people, governments and businesses all around the world
in the global fight against poverty.

As part of this competition, submissions of entries will be
solicited from 1 June 2011 to 1 September 2011, with an award
ceremony due to be held on 17 October 2011 - the Internation-
a Day for the Eradication of Poverty - in Beijing.

During which, the Board of Judges will use international
standards to review the calibre of each entry and in determining
the award selection criteria.  Thiswill include the application of
conceptual and photographic awareness, and those entries
which help contribute to global poverty eradication. The awards
are open to both editorial and creative images; all images sub-
mitted must have been taken in the past ten years (1 January
2001 to 1 September 2011) and must also reflect the theme of
the contest.

2.Regulations

a) Date of contest (Beijing time):

i. Start Date: 1 June, 2011

ii. EndDate: 1 September, 2011

Please note: We will not be able to accept entries submitted
after this deadline.

b) The contest isopentoall, regardlessof age, gender
and nationality. All entries submitted by minors should abide by
the law of the PRC.

c) Photographs must have been taken during the period 1
January 2001 to 1 September 2011.  Published or unpublished
work can be submitted.

d) Entries must be related to the contest theme, which is

“to draw attention to poverty and promote social progress and
development” .

e) No application feeisrequired.

f)  Participants who fail to follow the application regula-
tions and whose photograph (s) fail to fulfil the following re-
quirements will be disqualified.

3.Submission

a) The contest isdivided into seven categories, each with
individual prizes and review:

Gold Silver Bronze Merit
1. Editorial Images

Best Professional SinglesAward 1 2 3 10
2. Editorial Images

Best Professional Singles Award 1 2 3 10
3. Editoria Images Best Non-

Professional Singles Award 1 2 3 10
4. Editorial Images Best Non-

Professional Stories Award 1 2 3 10
5. Cregtive Images Award 1 2 3 10

6. Netizen’ s Choice Award 1 - - -
7. Anti-Poverty Achievement Award 1 - - -

b)  Photographs must be submitted with the contest appli-
cation form attached and photographs may only be submitted
once during the contest.

c) Please state the name of the photograph and give a
brief description. The description should be objective and gen-

uine. Please also state the venue and time that the photograph
was taken and provide the full names any character (s) in each
entry.

d) Participants wishing to enter the “Editorial Images”
Category (Category 1, 2, 3 and 4) should be aware that this sec-
tion is divided into Professional and amateur groups and that
participants are only permitted to submit entries in one of these
two groups.

e) Entriesinto the “Stories” Category (Category 2 and
4) must contain 3-12 photos.

f) Thefilesizefor “Editorial Images” entries (Category
1, 2, 3 and 4) must be between 500-1000KB; the file size for
Creative Image photographs must not exceed 10MB.

g) No photo-retouching or modification is allowed in

“Editorial Images” entries.

h) The Netizen’ s Choice Award (Category 6) isto be
selected through online polling.  The judge committee will then
select the best photograph from the top ten entries.

i)  TheAnti-Poverty Achievement Award (Category 7) is
to commend photographers who have persistently worked to re-
duce poverty through photographic media. Participants in this
group must submit 30 of hissher own photograph. Please also
provide a copy of the publications in which these photographs
have been published. A recommendation letter or self-recom-
mendation should also be attached.

j)  Only soft copy of photographs is accepted. Please up-
load your photograph(s) at www.zoom-inpoverty.org, following
the procedure detailed online. A CD or DVD will also be ac-
cepted before 24:00 on 1 September 2011. However, please be
sure to call or email the organiser in advance of your submis-
sion.

When you send your CD By Post:

Please send CD entries together with their title, caption,
etc. and a scanned submission form with the contestant’ s sig-
nature to:

Address: Xinhua News Agency, No. 57 XuanWuMen West
Road, Beijing, 100803

Tel: 8610-63076532/2054/7770

Fax: 8610-63076532

Email: photocontest@xinhua.org

Contact Person: Han Jing, Wang Xue, Zhang Xiaoyi

4 Review and Award

a) All photographs will be reviewed anonymously.

b) There are to be 11 members on the judging commit-
tee.

c) The results of the contest will be announced on 17
October 2011 - The International Day for the Eradication
of Poverty. An award ceremony will be held on the same
day.

d) Theresults of this contest shall be final and no consul-
tation will be entertained into after the announcement of the re-
sults.

e) Thewinner of gold, silver and bronze awards will be
awarded with US $5,000, US $2,000, and US $1,000 respec-
tively. Merit winners will be awarded with trophies and certifi-
cates. The Netizen’ s Choice Award winner will be awarded
with US $6,000 and a selection of photography apparatus. The
Anti-Poverty Achievement Award winner will be awarded with
US $8,000 and a selection of photography apparatus. The or-
ganiser will provide the awards before tax.

The organiser will invite the winner to the award ceremony
in Beijing. The awarded photographs will be presented through
an exhibition and media presentation.




